
Did your child get a device for Christmas? 
If your child received a new smartphone, tablet, gaming console or other connected 
device this Christmas, they probably had it out of the box and set up before you 
could even get the turkey in the oven. As parents, we need to ensure that they can 
enjoy technology but without putting themselves or others at risk. 

Not sure where to start? Most devices come with technical settings that can be used 
for instance to control what type of content can be viewed or what apps or games 
can be used or downloaded. Do a Google search on the name of the device and 
"parental controls" to find out how to apply these and follow our simple steps below. 
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A word from our 
CEO Alex Cooney 
Welcome to our 
inaugural newsletter!  
As we approached 
the end of an 
incredibly busy year, 
we reflected on our 
progress to date. 

In 2016, we spoke 
directly to over 3,500 
children and to 
hundreds of parents 
about keeping safe 
online. We were 
delighted to win a 
Social Entrepreneurs 
Ireland and a KBC 
Bright Ideas award. 
But we have so much 
more to do.   

It is so important in 
today’s fast paced 
world to keep up-to-
date with what our 
kids are doing online.  
Read on for some top 
tips and advice and 
do get in touch to 
book expert sessions 
for children and 
parents in your school 
this year. Email us on 
info@cybersafeireland.org

DO YOUR RESEARCH  
Search for info online on 

the risks and safety 
settings for any apps or 
games they want to use

1
START TALKING 

Talk often about what they 
see and do online, and 

what's not okay. Let them 
know you'll always listen  

2
AGREE THE RULES 

Set clear boundaries and 
stick to them, e.g. device 
free time. Try to model 
this behaviour yourself

3
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Featured App: Musical.ly 
A new kid on the block which has emerged as one of the most popular 
social media apps among the 9-13 year olds that we've met in the last 
year (despite a minimum age requirement of 13). 

Musical.ly is used to create music videos by lip-syncing to selected music, along 
with movements that only "musers" get how to do. It can be great fun but as with 
any social media app, your child could be at risk of bullying, sharing too much 
information, exposure to inappropriate content or contact with strangers. 

Try this as a conversation starter if your child is using this app: 

 “Who's your favourite muser and what do you like about them?” 

TOP TIPS IF YOUR CHILD IS USING MUSICAL.LY  
‣ Check settings with your child to ensure that the account is set to "private", it only allows friends to 

direct.ly (private message) them, and their location information is hidden. 

‣ Be aware that even if an account is private, everyone can still see the profile photo and bio. Talk to them 
about the dangers of revealing personal information. 

‣ Review their friends (followers) list. Agree that only people that they know in real life can follow them. If 
they are following celeb musers, check whether their videos are age appropriate. Also make sure that 
they are not following (or accepting friend requests) from unverified or fake celebrity profiles. 

‣ Keep an eye on what your child is posting and have the conversation as many times as you can about 
what is okay and what is not. Discuss how words and actions can impact on others. 

‣ Ensure that your child knows how to use the Report Abuse functionality and how to block other musers. 
Above all, remind your child that no matter what, they can always come to you if they need help. 

Find out more on www.cybersafeireland.org or follow us on www.facebook.com/cybersafeireland and Twitter @CyberSafeIE
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TEACHERS' CORNER 
Bullying can be significantly lowered in classrooms where every pupil feels 
cared for by their teachers, there is no individual favouritism, and 
inappropriate behaviour is consistently challenged. We loved this letter on 
the door of a classroom in one school that we visited last year. It went viral 
when we posted it on Facebook during anti-bullying week in November and 
we received so many lovely comments from parents about the wonderful Mr 
Cunniffe who teaches at the Harold School in Glasthule. 
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